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Sapphasitthi Khamchanda: Adapting Jataka to literature
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Abstract

The aim of this article is to study Sapphasitthi Khamchanda, written by Somdet
Phra Maha Samana Chao Kromma Phra Paramanuchitchinorot, who aims to adapt Jataka to
a verse literature. The research found that Somdet Phra Maha Samana Chao Kromma Phra
Paramanuchitchinorot not only maintained some of the main stories, such as the original
parts of the literature, but also used a special form of writing in Thai literature which begins
with Bot Wai Kru and ends with the writer’s information. In respect to adapting the stories,
the research found that the author added new stories to the old ones in order to make them
better and to provide readers a better understanding of the characters. However, Sapphasitthi
Khamchanda shows, in the way of adapting this literature of Somdet Phra Maha Samana
Chao Kromma Phra Paramanuchitchinorot, that he places emphasis on describing the
background information. Moreover, one of his great writing abilities pertains to the way he

had modified and shortened the stories.

Keywords: Sapphasitthi Khamchanda, Jataka literature, Adapting Jataka to literature
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