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Abstract

This research article aims to study social values associated with contemporary Thai
songs. This study investigated 35 songs which were performed between 2015 and 2020,
respectively. The investigation identified 5 types of values that emerged in songs of this
period based on the data collected using this particular set of songs, namely: 1) the first type
of value pertains to love. The songs in this category generally address “expression of love”
and “suffering caused by love”; 2) the songs of this period also reveal a second type of values
associated with “belief”. This belief could relate to ones’ destiny, belief in the other or next
world, belief in holy things, belief in karma and finally, belief in a soulmate; (3) the next type
of values appearing in the songs of this era relate to life itself. The songs often point to
obstacles in ones’ life or to inspiration for creating something new; (4) the fourth category of
values recognized in these songs pertained to the way of life, culture and tradition; whereas
(5) the fifth type points to the value of teaching. The results of the study reflect that
contemporary Thai songs offer a blend of both old and new values and cultural elements in
order to adapt to the context of modern society. This can be considered as a cultural

innovation that shows diversity and progressive nature of that particular culture.

Keywords: Contemporary Thai Songs, Value
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