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Abstract

This research aims to study the ability of ethnic students to adjust to their new
environment in Chiang Mai Rajabhat University, and the need for the university’s support to
enhance such adjustment. The sample group in this study consisted of 120 first- and second-
year undergraduate students from various ethnic backgrounds who study at Chiang Mai
Rajabhat University. This study utilized questionnaires as a research tool. The statistics used
to analyze the data were percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The results showed that
the ethnic students at Chiang Mai Rajabhat University come from various ethnic groups. Most
ethnic students are Karen and Hmong who domiciled in different provinces in the upper
North, mostly from Chiang Mai and Mae Hong Son. The ethnic students in this study specified
that the reasons for choosing Chiang Mai Rajabhat University were the variety of courses
available to accommodate their needs, tuition fees being not very high, the quality of
teaching, and the location of the university not being far from their former hometowns,
respectively. As for the adjustment of the ethnic students, it was found that the student’s
overall adjustment was at a moderate level (X=2.83). When categorizing four aspects
pertaining to their ability to adjust, the following order of average values were determined,
namely: institutional (X=2.97), social (X=2.96), academic (X=2.82), and personal-emotional
(X= 2.62), respectively. In terms of the need for support from Chiang Mai Rajabhat University,
the results were as follows: most ethnic students need the university to provide various part-
time jobs for ethnic students to earn money while studying. They also demand that the

university to provide the Thai and English language foundation programs that are suitable for
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ethnic students, both Thai and English. Finally, the ethic students wish for activities catered

specifically for ethnic students and student clubs for each ethnic group.

Keywords: Adjustment, Ethnic students, Chiang Mai Rajabhat University
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