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Application of the social network approach on community studies in Thailand:

Literature Review and suggestions
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Abstract
The social network is one of the most developed approaches and tools in social studies

including community studies. The social network approach can illustrate embedded resources in

studied communities, such as help, knowledge, financial, and power. Some of these resources
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cannot be tracked by other approaches. In Thailand, although it is over a decade that the social
network approach has been used for studies community, this approach is still inefficient in
community studies. An important factor of this inefficiency is a legacy of the colonial period and
the Cold War period in Thai community studies. This legacy sees local communities as unpleasant
places with low living standard, and it is a duty of central government to develop them. By this
bias, the social network approach is usef in community studies in Thailand mostly for empowering
community development policy of the national government. Abandoning this bias is a

requirement for improving the social network approach for community studies in Thailand.
Keywords: Community, Social network, Area-based collaborative research
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