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Abstract

This research aims to study the authority of judges in the judicial system who are
required to use the inquisitorial system in trial proceedings. It also seeks to analyze the
characteristics of cases suitable for adjudication under the inquisitorial system in the
judiciary. The study employs qualitative research methods by examining and analyzing
relevant documents, including legal provisions, regulations, judicial decisions from the
Supreme Court, books, academic articles, and research reports.

The findings reveal that although the Thai judicial system allows for the use of the
inquisitorial system in trial proceedings, in practice, most judges remain attached to the
adversarial system culture due to several factors. These include concerns about maintaining
judicial impartiality, limitations in human resources and time for case proceedings, the lack
of clear guidelines for applying the inquisitorial system, and inequities in access to justice.
Therefore, determining the types of cases that should employ the inquisitorial system
should consider two key factors (1) The status of the parties, including financial standing,
social status, educational background, and bargaining power within the justice process. (2)
The nature of the case, encompassing cases involving public interest, technically complex
cases requiring specialized expertise. The study recommends integrating the traditional
legal culture of the adversarial system with the inquisitorial system to create a new legal
culture that aligns with the context of Thai society. This integration aims to enhance the
efficiency of justice delivery and build public trust in the judicial process. Additionally, the
research suggests improving relevant laws and regulations to provide clarity and alisnment
with the application of the inquisitorial system, ensuring that trial proceedings are

conducted efficiently and transparently.
Keywords: Inquisitorial System, Judicial Authority, Civil Case Classification
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