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THE AESTHETIC OF OLD BUILDINGS IN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC:
TOWARD THE CREATION OF CONTEMPORARY PAINTINGS

ABSTRACT

This creative research, titled “The Aesthetic Values of Historic Buildings
in Savannakhet, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Towards the Creation of
Contemporary Paintings”, aims to 1) investigate the aesthetic values of historic
buildings in Savannakhet and 2) produce a series of contemporary paintings
inspired by these aesthetics. The study involved 25 participants, including 10
experts, 10 practitioners, and 5 stakeholders. Data were collected through
documentary research and fieldwork, including surveys, observations, and
interviews. Analysis was conducted using historical perspectives, adaptive
reuse concepts, and commodification theory. The creative process applied
aesthetic theory and semiotic approaches, presenting findings through
descriptive-analytical narratives supplemented with visual documentation. The
study identified five dimensions of aesthetic value in historic buildings: 1)
French colonial architectural styles, 2) adaptive reuse reflecting past—present
coexistence, 3) materials and surfaces showing traces of time, 4) atmospheres
conveying contemporary culture, and 5) narratives linking past and present.
The creative process comprised content, semi-abstract form, and oil-on-canvas
technique, with neon lighting symbolizing modernity and textured surfaces
conveying temporal traces. The artworks reflect adaptive conservation
concepts and reinterpret dynamic aesthetic values, bridging history, culture,
and contemporary society. The study also proposes a framework for
contemporary paintings integrating cultural landscapes, exemplifying the

harmonious coexistence of old and new within a contemporary social context.
Keywords: Aesthetics, Old Buildings, Savannakhet Province, Lao People’s,
Contemporary Painting
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