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ABSTRACT

This creative research aimed to study and develop dyed printmaking
artworks that convey the identity of comic characters in Isan Pramothai shadow
play. Its objectives were: (1) to investigate the appearances and gestures that
reflect the roles of comic characters in Isan Pramothai, (2) to create dyed
printmaking artworks that express the identity of these comic characters using the
panel structure of Isan Hup Taem mural painting, and (3) to present creative dyed
printmaking works that employ local wisdom within a contemporary printmaking
context, using research instruments including a character gesture observation form
and a technical experimentation log.

Data were collected through document study, field observation, and
creative studio experimentation, and analyzed using visual element analysis. The
findings revealed that comic characters such as Palat Tue, Bak Pong, and Bak Kaew
are principal figures in almost every troupe, characterized by simple-minded
personalities and stocky, non-idealized bodies, often referred to as “clown
figures”. The creative process comprised four stages: (1) designing paper stencils
and selecting local materials, (2) applying local leaves and flowers (African daisy,
marigold, and cosmos) together with natural dyes extracted from mangosteen rind,
sappanwood heartwood, and mahogany bark, using iron-rust water at a ratio of
0.4 grams per 500 milliliters as a mordant, (3) arranging compositions to emulate
the panel structure of Isan Hup Taem mural painting, and (4) bundle-rolling the
stencils and boiling the works at 100 degrees Celsius for one hour. The natural
dyes produced muted, unsaturated tones that are not lightfast and gradually fade
over time, intentionally likened to traces of a culture in the process of

disappearing, inviting viewers to question what is being lost. The artworks were
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selected for exhibition in “Soft Power on the Identity of Thai Artists, 10th Edition”
and “Yon Sin Thin Tha Nuea” in 2025.

Keywords: Monoprint, Dye Printmaking, Pramothai
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