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KHON MASK IN THAI BOXING DANCE
CASE STUDY: “VANORN YOOT CHOOT MATCHA”
THAI BOXING DANCE
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze “Khon Mask” wearing in order to represent the
role of each character in Thai boxing dance developed from a kind of Thai martial art
generally called Muay Thai (Thai boxing). The performance was presented through
integrating all kinds of performance art. In this performance, Khon masks were worn in order
to represent the roles of characters based on the story presented by the choreographer.
Data were collected by using structuring interview and informants were choreographers
of Thai boxing dance. The research was conducted by studying related digital media,

documents, texts, and academic articles.

The results reveal that Khon mask wearing in Thai boxing dance defines role of
each character based on the idea of the choreographer whereas Khon masks are worn to
represent status of characters in the performance. From the case study of “Vanorn Yoot
Choot Matcha” Thai Boxing Dance, it is a performance presenting fighting between
Hanuman and followers of Nang Suphanna Matcha with narration. Performers wear Khon
mask of Hanuman with Thai boxing dancing whereas general audiences gain understanding

on the presented story based on the roles performed through Thai martial art.

Keywords: Khon mask; Thai boxing dance; contemporary performance
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