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H.R.H. PRINCE NARATHIP PRAPANPONG’S LYRIC DRAMA:
THE INTELLECTUAL TREASURE OF PERFORMANCE FROM

“ROYAL COURT” TO “FOLKWAYS”
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Abstract

The current study aims to investigate H.R.H. Prince Narathip Prapanpong’s
Lyric Drama biography by obtaining data from textbooks and interviews. The obtained
data are analysed to find the development processes of H.R.H. Prince Narathip Prapanpong’s
Lyric Drama, which is also known as “Predalai Drama”. The analysis shows that the drama
was originated in the royal court and then spread out to ordinary people. This makes
the lyric drama gained more popularity at that time. After that, the lyric drama was
disappeared from the royal court because the Predalai theatre was close. Many actors
and actresses moved out from their old place and start created their own theatres again.
In each theatre group, they still used the original lyric drama patterns like those in royal
court such as lyrics, singing method, singing pattern, refrain lyric, refrain singing pattern
and etc. Later, the lyric drama became deteriorated and not many lyric dramas were
popular anymore. There was, however, one more Thai music institution named
“Duriyapraneet” that still performed and preserved the original lyric drama following
Predalai theatre style. The Duriyapraneet Thai Music Institution’s lyric drama group was
organized by Mrs.Sudjit Duriyapraneet. Nowadays, the lyric drama is neither famous nor
popular like those in the past, but the Duriyapraneet Thai Music Institution still keeps

practicing the original style of performance.
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