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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the performance elements of Lam Hab
Taeng Tua dance (Thai Traditional Dance about Lam Hab’s Costume) which is a solo
performance by Nang Lam Hab, the dancer. The story of the dance is a chapter of a
dance drama, Chapter: Wedding of Ngo Pa, written by Phra Chula Chom Klao Chao Yu
Hua (King Rama 5). The chapter is about the roles of Nang Lam Hab, who shows the
processes of taking a shower, getting dressed, and wearing makeup before her wedding
with Ha Nao. This reflects the beautiful female costumes and dressing styles of the Ngo
Za Kai people. The dance moves were created by Lady Paew Sanitwongsanee, a

national artist.

According to the author’s direct experiences in learning Lam Hab Taeng Tua dance
from Ajarn Walaibhorn Krathumket, a senior Thai dance artist of the Thai Dance Group
of the Office of the Music and Drama of the Fine Arts Department, the performance
elements of Lam Hab Taeng Tua dance are also considered another important
component to make the performance more realistic and perfect apart from the
demonstration of dance moves and the practices that should support the dancer’s skills.
The performance elements can be divided into eight sub-components: scripts, casting,
soundtracks, dance styles, performance area, props, costumes and lights. The outstanding
component of Lam Hab Taeng Tua dance is emphasized on the elegance of female
Ngo Za Kai’s dressing styles which are extraordinary and different from female
protagonists of other plays. Thai dance masters created this knowledge that has been
inherited until now. This reflects the wisdoms of the Thai dance traditions that are
valuable and should be inherited properly. Moreover, Lam Hab Taeng Tua dance is
considerably valuable for those who would like to learn about anthropology, sociology
and ethnology which can well reflect Ngo Za Kai people’s way of life in the South

of Thailand.

Keywords: The performance elements; Solo dance; Lam Hab Taeng Tua dance
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