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Abstract

The research entitled “Form Abstract Idea to Concrete Idea: An Analysis of
The Semiotics Structure in Thai Tourism Advertising to Develop Guidelines on
Contemporary Thai Communication Design” aims to study the visual structures of Thai
tourism advertisements to create guidelines on Thai contemporary communication
design. The objective is to investigate the factors affecting the process of reproducing
Thai identities expressed in Thai tourism advertising. It also includes the analysis of
the patterns of visualization in terms of both denotative meaning and connotative
meaning of Thai identity in advertising campaigns called “Amazing Thailand” from

1998-2014.

The results of this study showed that there are two factors affecting the
reproduction of Thai identities. The internal factors are determined by the decision-
makers or the local authorities who are responsible for regulating the directions on
how to present Thai identities. The external factors are factors that cannot be controlled
such as climate, production costs, and the perceived attitude of foreign tourists.
These factors need to be concluded based on the specific contexts and situations for
the advertising design. In terms of the analysis of the connotative meanings and the
denotative meanings of the symbols in advertising works, the researchers divided the
analyzing process according to the UNESCO’s 5 pillars of the cultural structures to
divide the semiotics structures and use these structures to reconstruct the advertising
design. The researchers also conducted interviews with stakeholders in the production
of Thai tourism advertisements. Then the researchers compared the results of the
study with the review on the related literature in order to synthesize a method for

identifying contemporary Thai identities.

Keywords: Semiotics; Guidelines; Contemporary Thai
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