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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the music culture expressed through
music used for the performance of the shadow play in Khuan Khanun District, Phatthalung
Province, in terms of melody, rhythm, musical component, and musical instruments.
The research is qualitative research employing the ethnomusicological theory based on
the PR. Model as its data collection methods. The findings show that the shadow play
music has been sustainably survived because of its strong bond with traditional culture.
The traditions and cultures expressed through the music of the shadow play has been
involved in many rituals including appropriate processes and timing. The shadow
performance and music can enhance people’s faiths and believes, as well as solving their
certain living condition problems of the society. The popular musical instruments are
Ching, Mong, Glong, Thab, Pi, and So, and the only one melody is presented with its
rhythmic patterns corresponding to the key of music. The variety of rhythmic patterns
based on the beat of Glong Tuk and Na Tub. The movements in the composition are
designed independently according to each performer’s preference, not a strict form of
musical theory. The important features or signature in the performance are Pi (Thai flute)’s
ad-lib, color of each instrument, improvisation skill, and the unique style of each

individual musician.

Keywords: Nang Talung (Shadow play); Music composition; Ethnomusicological method
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