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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) analyze Western dance curriculum and

instruction in Thai higher education institutions and foreign higher education institutions;

2) analyze the current situations and needs of Western dance curriculum and instruction

in Thai and foreign higher education institutions; 3) benchmark the Western dance curricula
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between Thai and foreign higher education institutions; and 4) develop framework of the
undergraduate Western dance curriculum and instruction in Thailand towards the
international standards. The research was conducted by means of content analysis of
Western dance curricula of 4 Thai and 4 foreign higher education institutions. Moreover, the
current situations and needs of Western dance instruction were analyzed through the
collection of questionnaire from a total number of 212 populations consisting of 12
instructors, 80 Western dance students and 80 graduate’s students and 40 of employers.
The curriculum and instruction benchmarking was conducted by using the functional
benchmarking between Chulalongkorn University and Victorian College of the Arts. The
research findings were as follows:

1. Standards of curriculum and instruction of western dance in Thai higher education
institutions was based on National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education in Thailand
B.E. 2552 (2009) The foreign are focused on Intellectual skills Ethics Higher education institutions
focus on practical skills. Knowledge Intellectual skills Course Structure There are differences in
the number of credits. Higher Education Institutions Credits required to study are credit or
grades. The content of Thai higher education institutions focuses on knowledge. Creativity
Cultural conservation Higher education institutions focus on knowledge, creativity and
innovation in work creation.

2. The overall situations and needs of curriculum development of Western Dance focused
on 5 aspects: 1) leamning environment 2) cultural conservation and creation, 3) instruction
development, 4) learning performance, and 5) philosophy, needs and objectives of curriculum.

3. According to the benchmark results between Chulalongkorn University and Victorian
College of the Arts: 1) the instructional development: higher proportion of practicum than
theoretical session, community-based professional experience, curriculum integrated with
the art and music practicum; 2) the learning environment: sufficient number of laboratories
in dance theaters equipped, off-hour services, scholarship; 3) the philosophy, significance
and objectives of curriculum: curriculum integrated with community development projects
and effective communication; 4) cultural conservation and creativity: availability of dances
for the communities; 5) the learning outcomes: teaching experience training.

4. The results of the research go to the framework for the development of the

bachelor degree, Bachelor of Arts Program Western Dance Courses.
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