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Abstract

This article aims to study issues related to competent courts under Article 

9 of the Arbitration Act B.E. 2545 (2002) to answer the question of how much discretion 

parties have in choosing a competent court under the mentioned act. The analysis 

considers the interpretation of the provisions by Thai courts, the Committee on 

Jurisdiction of Courts, and the Model Arbitration Law provided by the United Nations 

Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).
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The study reveals that parties cannot freely choose any of the four desig-

nated competent courts in Article 9. The assessment of the jurisdiction of each 

competent court mentioned in Article 9 still requires consideration of other appli-

cable laws. Furthermore, the lack of clear provisions in the Arbitration Act B.E. 2545 

(2002) regarding geographical jurisdiction issues leads to unnecessary legal questions 

and disputes concerning competent courts under the Act, especially in cases involv-

ing international arbitration.

The article suggests that the Arbitration Act B.E. 2545 (2002) should clearly 

dene the geographical scope of jurisdiction of Thai courts, aligning it with interna-

tional legal standards. For domestic jurisdiction, the article proposes clearly 

designating the jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice and Administrative Courts, as 

well as specifying the jurisdiction of the Intellectual Property and International Trade 

Court. Additionally, it recommends clearly specifying the competent court in grant-

ing assistance in arbitration proceedings and in the annulment or enforcement of 

arbitral awards.
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  (2) Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph (1) of this article, the arbitral tribunal may, unless 

otherwise agreed by the parties, meet at any place it considers appropriate for consultation among its 

members, for hearing witnesses, exports or the parties, or for inspection of goods, other property of 

documents.
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