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ABSTRACT

The dlplomatic relations between Siam and other countries according to Thai

history may be traced back to King Ramkhamhaeng of Sukhothai (1279-1300) pedod. At

that time, Siam had conducted her trade relations mainly with China and lndia. Later on,
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u"x [oUx lo6}]fl:, tflurfi Doclcur cn Drcir (Nouveau Rdgime 1984), Mention Trbs Honorablc, Univcrsiri paris 2.
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during the Ieign of King Ramatibodi n (491''7529\, in the eariier Ayutthaya pedod, Siam

had concluded a treaty (probably the fust treaty of the kingdom) with Porhlgal in 1516.

Since that period, many nations including foreigm tladers began sailing in numbers ln

Ayutthaya earty in 16th Century, especially during the era of King Narai the qreat (1656-

1688). In tNs period, siam had established her diplomatic Ielations with many westem

countries. The first envoy of Thailand was "Kosa Pan" who was Ieceived in audience by

King Louis XIV of France at the court of velsailles in 1686. Many tleaties oI othel

international agreements concluded in this era may be classified as an unegual treaty

model due to the colonization and politics of hegemony of westem countlies at that time.

Keywords: Amiiy Treaties, Unequal Treaties, Colonization Period, Siam and other nations
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t'Treaty between the King of Siam and Great Britain, June 20, 1826. Article 1 "The Englsh and Siamese engage

h friendship, love aild affection, with mutual uth, sincerity, and candour. The Siamese must not meditate or

commit evil. so as to molest the English in any mar,ner. The English must not meditate or commit evil, so as to

molest the Siamese in any manne,. The Siamese mu$t not go and molest, attack, distuJb, seize, or take anv

place, temtory, or boundary belonging to the Englsh in any Country subject to the English. The English must

not go and molest, attack, disturb, seize, or tale any place, terdtory, or boundary belonging to the Siamese in

any Country subject to the Siamese. The Siamese shall settle every matter within the Siamese boundaries,

according to thef own wtll and customs."
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''Article 2 "Should any place or Country subject to the English do anythlng that may offend the Siamese, the

Siamese shall not go and injuJe such place or Country, but ftst report the matter to the English, who will

examine into it with truth and sincerity; and f the fault [e with the English, the Eng]rsh shall punish according

to tie fault. Should any place or Country subject to the Siamese do an!'thing that may offend the English, the

English shall not go and injure such place or Country, but tust repon the matter to the Siamese, who will

examine into it with truth and sincedty; and rf the fault lie with the Siamese, the Siamese shall punish

according to the fault. Should any Siamese place or Country that is near an English Country, collect at any time

an army, or a fleet of boats, if the Chef of the Englsh inquues the object of such force, the Chief of the

Siamese Country must declare it- Should any Englsh place or Country that is near a Siamese Country, collect at

any time an aJmy, or a fleet of boats, if the Chief of the Siamese Country inquires the object of such force, the

Chief of the English Country must declare it."
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"Article 3 "ln places and Countnes belonging to the Siamese and English, lying neal tlet mutual borders,

whether to the east, west, north, or south, if the English entertain a doubt as to any boundary that ha$ not

been ascertained, the Chief on the side of the English must send a Letter with some men and people from his

frontier posts, to go and inquije from the nearest Siamese Chi€f, who shall depute some of hi6 Officers and

people from his ftontier posts to go with the men belonging to the English ChieI, and point out and settle the

mutual boundades, so that they may be ascenained on both sides in a friendly manner. If a Sianese Chief

entertain a doubt as to any boundary that has not been ascertained, the Chief on the side of the Siamese muot

send a Letter with some men and people from his frontier post, to go an inquire ftom the nearest English Chiel

who shall depute some of his Olficers and people from his fuontier post, to go with men belorgjng to the

Siamese Chief, and point out and settle the mutua.l boundaries, so that they may be ascertained on both sides

rn a fnend]v manner."

tuArticle 4 "should any Siamese subject run and go and live within the boundaies of the English, the Siamese

must not intrude, enter, seize, or take such person within the English boundajies, but must report and ask for

hlm jn a proper manner; and the English shal be at libeny to deliver the party or not. Should aoy English

sublect run and go and live within the boundaies of the Siamese, the English must not intrude, enter, seize, or

take such person withln the Siamese boundaies, but must report and ask for him in a proper manner; and the

Siamese shall be at liberty to deliver the party or not."
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'uArticle 5 "The English and Siamese havlng concluded a Treaty, establishing a sincere friendship between them,

merchants, subject to the English, aDd their ships, junks, aDd boats, may have intercourse and trade with any

Siamese Country which has much merchandize; and the Siamese will aid and protect them, and permit them to

buy and sell with facil.ity. Merchants, subject to the Siamese, and their boats, junks. and ships, may have

intercouJse and trade with any Englrsh Counuy; and the English wil aid and protect them, and permit tiem to

buy and sell with fac ty. The Siamese desiring to go to an English Country, or the English desiring to go to a

Siamese Country, must coDform to the customs of the place or Country, on either side; should they be iqnorant

of the customs, the Siamese or English Officers must explain them. Siamese subjects who visit an English

Counffy, must conduct themselves accordrng to the established Laws of the English Counfiy, ln every particri]ar.

'Ihe English subjects who visit a Siamese Country, must conduct themselves acc-ording to the established Laws

of the Siames€ Country, in every particular."

Afticle 6 "Merchants subject to the Siamese or English, going to trade either in Bengal, or any other Country

subject to the English, or at Bangkok, or in any Country subject to the Siamese, must pay the duties upon

cammerce according to the custorns of tlle place or Country, on either side; and such merchants and the

inhabrtants of the Country shall be allowed to buy and sell without the intervention of other persoDs in such

Countries. Should a Siamese or English merchant have any complaint or suit, he must complain to the Officers

and Govemors, on either side; ard they wil examine and settle the same, according to the established Laws of

the place or Counuy, on either side- If a Siamese or Engllsh merchant buy or sell, without inquiring or

ascertaining whether the seller or buy be of a bad or good character and if he meet with a bad man, who ta.l(es

the properiy and absconds, the Rulers and Officers must make search and produce the person of the absconder,

and investigate the matter Mth sincedty. If the party possesses money or property, he can be made to pay: but

if he does not possess any, or iJ he cannot be apprehended, it wil be the merchant's own fault.

Afticle 7 "A merchant subject to the Siamese or English, going to trade in any English or Siamese Country, and

applying to build godowns or houses, or to buy or hire shops or houses, in which to place his merchandize, the

Siamese or EngLish Officers and Rulers shall be at liberty to deny him permission to stay. If they permit him to

stay, he shall land and take up his residence according to such terms as may be mutually agTeed on; and the

Siamese or English Officers and Rulers will assist and take proper care ot him, preventing the inhabitants of the

Country liom oppressing him, and preventing him from oppressing the inhabitants of tlle Country. Vvhenever a

Siamese or English merchant or subject, who has nothing to detain him, lequests permission to leave the

Country, and to embark wlth his property on board of any vessel, he shall be allowed to do so with facllity-
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"Article g "Merchants subject to the English, desiring to come and trade in any Slamese Country, with which lt

has not been the custom to have trade and intercourse, must first go and inquire of the Govemor of the

Country. Shou.ld any Country have no merchandlze, the Govemor shall inform the ship that has come to trade

that there is none. Should any Country have merchandize sufficrent for a shtp, the Goveroor shall allow her to

come and trade.

Afticle 10'The English and Siamese mutually agree, that there shall be an unrestncted trade between them in

the English Counfiies of Prince of Wales' Island, Malacca, and Singapore, and the Siamese Countnes of Ligore,

Merdilony, Srngora, Patam, Junkceyion, Oueda, and other Siamese Pro\,uces. Asiatic merchants of the English

Countrie$, not beutg Burmese, Pegmers, or descendants of Europeans, sha.ll be allowed to trade fteely overland,

and by means of the ivers. Asiatic merchants, noi being Burmese, Peguers, or descendants of Europeans,

desring to enter into and trade with the Siamese Dominions, from the Counfiies of Merqoi, Tavoy, Tenassedm'

and Ye, which are now subject to the English, will be allowed to do so freely, overland and by water, upon the

English furnishing them wlth proper ceftificates; but merchants are forbidden to bring opium, which is positlvely

a con[aband article rn the Territories of Siam; and should a merchant introduce any, the Govemor shall seize,

bum. and destrov the whole of it."
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'"Article 8 "IJ a merchant desire to go and trade in any place or Cormny belonging to the English or Sianese,

and his ship, boat, or junk, meet with any injury whatever. the English or Siamese Officers shall afford adequate

asslstance and protection. Should any vessel belonging to the Siamese or English be wrecked in any place or

Country where the English or Siamese may collecl any of the property belonging to such vesoel, tie English or

Siamese Officers shall male proper inquiry, and cause the propefty to be restored to its owner, or in case of his

death, to hjs heir, and the owner or heir will give a Foper remuneration to the persons who may have collected

the properry. If any Siamese or English subject die in an Englsh or Siamese Counffy, whatever propety he may

leave shall be delivered to his heh if the heir be not living in the same Country, and unable to come, appoint a

person by L€tter to receive the property, the whole of it shall be delivered to such person."

'nArticle 11 "ff an Englishman desie to tlansmit a letter to any person in a Siamese or other Country, such

person only, and no other, shall open and look into the letter. If a Siamese desire to fiansmit a letter to any

person in an Enghsh or other Country, such person only, and no other, shall open and look into the tetter."
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