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Abstract

This article researches the reliability of bodily samples according to section 131/1 and section
244/1 of the Thailand Criminal Procedure Code, B.E. 2477 (1934). Procedurally, reliability issues remain:
1) main agencies authorized to investigate and with authority to examine are under the aegis of the Royal
Thai Police, leading to an objective lack of guarantees in checks and balances; 2) lack of opportunity for
the private sector to help alleviate the criminal case bodily sample examination workload; 3) written format
reports of the evidence management process according to the chain of custody principle for each agency,
leading to different forensic science service standards; 4) examinees’ right to request re-examination may
only be submitted at Central Institute of Forensic Science and may not occur promptly due to legally speci-
fied requirements; and 5) examinees may not request the presence of a trusted third party during the physical
examination if it causes embarrassment or mental infringement. These issues were comparatively analyzed
in terms of practices and laws in Thailand, England, Germany, Belgium, New Zealand and Ireland. Results
were that 1) the organizational structure of forensic science service agencies should separate the Office of
Police Forensic Science from under jurisdiction of the Royal Thai Police, the main investigative agency
for more independence, and increase roles and responsibilities of other agencies providing forensic science

services to participate in the forensic examination of evidence in more cases; 2) opportunities should be
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provided for private sector registered with central organizations to alleviate bodily sample examination
workload starting from coming as a re-examination unit, and the government must also contribute to sub-
sidize some of the expenses for citizens wishing to use forensic services from private section; 3) informa-
tion technology (IT) should be used to support written format reports of the evidence managing process
according to the unidirectional chain of custody principle for each agency; 4) legal conditions for the right
to request re-examination should be diminished so interested parties may exercise their rights promptly,
applicable to forensic science service agencies in addition to the Central Institute of Forensic Science; 5)
for examination of body parts in sensitive areas such as the genitals, examinees should have the right to

have trusted person present

Keywords : Forensic science evidence, Reliability, Bodily samples, Investigation, Checks and balances
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