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Abstract

This is a research study that had 3 main objectives. They were 1) to study the indebtedness
and debt management of the agriculturists’ families, 2) to study factors or conditions that affect
the formation of debts of the agriculturists, and 3) to study and develop appropriate agricultural
community management models to lead to a reduction of debts of the agriculturists, namely. The
methodology employed in the study was a participatory action research study. The population had
divided into 2 groups Which were Group 1: Agriculturists’ families from 58 families from Baan Jude,
Moo 5, Ban Lampang Luang Sub-district, Koh Kar District in Lampang Province. They did their farming
in the years 2017/2518, The agriculturists have been in agriculture for 3 consecutive years. The
research tools were structured interview, and Group 2: focus group discussion, and specific
selection. There were 22 participants in the study consisted of 8 family representatives, 4 village
leaders, and members, 2 senior or knowledgeable agricultural folks and 8 representatives from
related organizations, and related document studies.

The results of the study were as follows: 1) On average, the agriculturists had debt 276,427
baht/family. The most important source of their debt was Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives, Koh Kar Branch. On average, they had to pay debt 61, 389 baht/year. 2) Based on
the opinions of the heads of the families, factors that caused them to have debts could be divided
into 5 aspects according to their importance sorted in descending order as follows: 2.1) Firstly, it
was the conditions of the agriculturists’ families. Their family members lack of knowledge and skills
of agriculture and lack of family management capability. 2.2) Secondly, it was the social and cultural
aspects of the community. For example, Their family members were consumerism and had the
behavior of buying goods for installments and liked to imitate other people’s behaviors and they
did not do activities in groups. 2.3) Thirdly, there were some problems in the environment and
natural disasters. They lacked water and had very dry land and outbreaks of pest diseases and
pests. 2.4) Fourthly, it was economic conditions which included unfair marketing mechanisms, and
lack of agricultural tools management. 2.5) Finally, it was the political aspect, namely, the
insufficient financial support for agriculturists to grow paddy rice, and 3) The appropriate models
for agricultural community management to lead to debt reduction were as follows: The agricultural
families should take a sample of soil to analyze for soil quality, increase the numbers of agricultural
water sources, do integrated farming. The family members should reduce their own consumerism
behaviors, reduce the buying goods for installment and imitation other people’s behavior, learn
how to do family accounting, and Community Relations with Related Organizations: The community
should have a network to help each other in the form of interaction.

Keywords: Debt condition, Debt management, Farmer adaptation
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