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Abstract

Mainstream democratic theories argue that the middle class is a significant force
influencing democratic society. But this is not the case for Thailand. This paper aims to make
understanding the reason that Thai political regime has not developed into democracy despite the
increasing number and role of the middle class. The political economy framework of superstructure
and substructure was employed to organize the literature and analyze political thoughts and roles
of the Thai middle class. The results revealed that the superstructure was linked to the hegemony
of the “good-man” discourse promoted by conservative group, which did not support democratic
power. Additionally, the analysis of the substructure showed that undemocratic movements
achieved some success because they were able to align different interests among various sub-
political groups. This paper critiques previous studies on middle-class political thoughts for
underestimating the significance of the 1997 economic crisis, which may have been hypothesized

as a critical juncture shifting the middle class away from democratization.

Keywords: democratization, middle class, critical juncture, 1997 economic crisis
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