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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to compare students’ English reading ability before
and after learning through the semantic mapping activity and to study vocabulary retention
of students. The target group consisted of 33 sophomores enrolled in Technical English
(13031005) in the first semester of the academic year 2013 at Rajamangala University of
Technology Lanna, Lampang Province. The period of teaching experiment was conducted
within seven weeks, three hours a week, totally 21 hours. The research instruments consisted of
7 lesson plans using the semantic mapping activity, the English reading ability test and the
vocabulary test. The English reading ability test was administered before and after the
students learned through the semantic mapping activity. The vocabulary test was administered
after learning and the same test was administered again after 2 weeks for vocabulary
retention assessment. The data obtained were analyzed for means, standard deviation,
T-score and percentage. The findings were the students’ English reading ability increased
from a fail level to be a fairly good level after learning through the semantic mapping activity

and the students have vocabulary retention.

Keywords : Semantic Mapping Activity, English Reading Ability, Vocabulary Retention
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