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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this investigation were to examine problems of teaching Japanese for
visually impaired students in a higher education institute and to explore an education support
network for visually impaired Japanese-major students in the institute. The target group was
one visually impaired Japanese-major student in the first and second semesters of the academic
year 2015. There were 18 key informants, consisted of two staff from the Center for Disabled
Individuals and Human Development, seven Japanese language teachers and one Thai language
teacher who had taught visually impaired students, three visually impaired Thai-major students,
and five general students who used to study with visually impaired students. The research was
divided into four phases as follows: Phase 1 Preparation; Phase 2 Data Collection; Phase 3 Problem
Identification and Data Analysis; and Phase 4 Evaluation. The research instruments were composed

of interviews about education support for visually impaired students and issues on teaching these
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students and an education support record for visually impaired Japanese-major students. The
event analysis, consisting of Who, What, Where, When, How and Why, and the content analysis
were used to analyze the data.

The research findings revealed that instructional problems for visually impaired students
and teachers were that Braille texts in Japanese were not easily constructed. As a foreign
language, these students require Braille texts to support their study. Furthermore, there were no
experts on Japanese Braille within and outside the university. Additionally, producing Japanese
Braille texts was difficult due to a large number of pictures within the texts and in the exercise
sections. Moreover, teachers were not knowledgeable about special education and personnel or
agencies dealing with visually impaired students did not work collaboratively. The study yielded
a UCoN model, which comprised U for understanding teachers instructing and general students
studying with visually impaired students; Co for collaboration among individuals supporting visually
impaired students and focusing on their individual roles; and N for network between visually
impaired students and supporting personnel. This model was based on analyzing the data from
individuals directly involved in teaching and supporting visually impaired students. This support
model was confirmed to be suitable for current situations and was a factor in accepting visually

impaired students into the Japanese program.

KEYWORDS :  Visually Impaired Japanese-Major Students, Education Support Model,

Development, Higher Education
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