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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the categories, provenance, identities,
and meaning of village names in Hang Dong district, Chiang Mai province and 2) study the
power discourse of village names in Hang Dong district, Chiang Mai province. The area and
data resource consisted of 109 villages in 11 administrative regions in Hang Dong district.

The result of this research was found that the categories of village names were clas—
sified and ranked from the most to the least of village name categories. The categories were
divided in 9 categories: plant species, geography, history or legend or tale, buildings and places,
leaders or famous people, administrative zones or division of villages or changing village names,
animal species, producing process or occupations, and changing languages.

The study of provenance of village names related with the community was classified
in 4 categories: plant species, geography, buildings and places, and animal species. The study
of identities of village names were classified in 3 categories: history or legend or tale, produc—
ing process or occupations, and ethnic. Moreover, the study of meaning of village names were
classified by meaning of village names translated from literature and values of village names.

Regarding as the power discourse of village names was classified in 4 categories:
leaders or famous people, administrative zones or division of villages or changing village names,

changing languages, and influence of power of government centre.

KEYWORDS : Toponymy, Identity, Discourse, Ethnic group
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