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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) analyze the roles of ordinary women in
contemporary folksongs, 2) analyze the concepts of contemporary folksongs composers, and 3)
analyze social factors that determine the roles of women in the contemporary folksongs. The
qualitative study based on the concepts of gender, women’s roles, and feminism.

The results revealed that there are eight roles of women found in this study: the roles
of sexual negotiation power, women worshiping love, being daughter, belief and faith, life
struggle, sexuality, being wife and mother.

The roles of sexual negotiation power, women worshiping love and being wife emerged
in 19, 14 and 5 songs respectively in this study.

Song composers reflected their various concepts on women as follows: being modern
women, belief, value and culture.

There were four social factors that determined the roles of women: family, economy,
education and social culture. Economy was, especially, the most influence one that changed
women personality and roles from the past. Because they needed to struggle for being in high
economic class and accepted by their society.

Changing social factors, including social status, education, economy and media and
technological advancement have empowered women over men. Clearly, Thai contemporary

folksongs are reflecting women’s social roles and negotiation power.

KEYWORDS : Roles , Ordinary Women , Contemporary Folksongs, gender, Sexual negotia-

tion power,
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