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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the concept of corpse management in
the time of the Buaddha 2) sutdy the concept of corpse management in Chiang Mai province
and 3) study the management of body donation according to the principle of Buddhism. The
documentary research and interviewing of 30 informants were analyzed and synthesized.

The results revealed that 1) In the time of the Buddha, the concept of corpse manage-
ment was in the way of cremation, burying, throwing into the river or leaving in the cemetery
of Zombie. After burning the bodies, bones were deposited in the stupa for the worship. The
essential of the management did not emphasize on the ritual but on the three characteristics
of existence. 2) The management of corpses in the way of Buddhism in Chiang Mai province
were in 2 ways; cremation and burying. The ritual was done along the principle of Buddhism
and folk wisdom. The Buddhist koan was linked to the tradition and ritual which tied to the belief
of hell, heaven, right or wrong doing and misdeeds. 3) The management of body donation of
Chiang Mai people had been done based on their beliefs. They prepared themselves before
death and donated to the Department of Anatomy Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai University.
They believed that this would lengthen the lifespan of the fellow men. In addition, they would
prepare for passing away consciously. Moreover, they would be proud to follow the rules and

principles under Buddhist paradigm of merit.

KEYWORDS : Body donation, management body
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