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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) study context of operation management and adaptation of the
ceramic entrepreneurs 2) study factors which influence on the adaptation for trade liberalization
of the ceramic entrepreneurs, and 3) develop guidelines to improve adaptation to support the
trade liberalization ASEAN economic community (AEC) for the ceramic entrepreneurs in Lampang
Province. The sample was a group of 114 ceramic entrepreneurs which were chosen by lot-
terying method from 159. The research tools were questionnaires and interviews with ceramic
entrepreneurs who gave adaptation to support the trade liberalization ASEAN economic com-
munity in Lampang Province. The data were analyzed by using percentage, means, standard
deviation, and stepwise multiple regression analysis, and Pearson’s product moment coefficient.
The findings were as follows; the ceramic entrepreneurs in Lampang Province had cooperated
and attempted to make progress in production of ceramics to compete in the international
market. They were supported by both public and private sectors. However, in practice, it did
not accomplish because some entrepreneurs wanted to be independent more than combined
with the group.

The pursuit resources and building asset were the most significant factors, at the
highest level, for business to adapt to support trade liberalization ASEAN Economic Community.
The results also revealed that the correlation between the understanding in trade liberalization,
five competition forces and adaptation for trade liberalization ASEAN Economic Community was

positive but relatively low.

KEYWORDS : Adaptation, Trade Liberalization, Ceramic Entrepreneurs, ASEAN Economic

Community
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