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A Study of the Art of Chinese Calligraphy in Sutra Transcription during the Tang Dynasty

£ 4 a 1* o a 0% 2 a8 aa 3
IAIULAYY L1 RAUY Qﬂiﬂiﬂﬁ U?Llfa\’? LLag{]'J‘U'] L399UIU

Junliang Chen' Chakkrit Buakaew > and Puvasa Ruangchewin ’

unAnge

TulszfAmanssugnuuiuiulvesUszmadu svsddsdodugafinsenmsauniaiagades lid
awbumediinSeUsssnuiluisiliarud dyuevdsadumssnsmaun muiadomomsznnsmaund
lsiineliAngravnssumsfnaenmszgnsegiailesy aAnudesnsdnaoniszgnslumuszuisuesaunsvans
slssmsdtinaneiduganouiimadnasnnaz gnavesiausuiu snduunauaniuzresdnaenaingg
wUsléidu 3 numdn Tun nguyuunstindemszgmslusiediin nguussevuinly uazngunseAnynietnmsn
Tnsusiaznguimenisliyiuseramsedlnfumnmsiunadumesmy sufnaenainseditndauuima
LuuLHLnTe My NAILLAE SEUUTIINS TN Yasiinguussvvuagiouaoiduiivainvatouazidu
s33umA elFFudvinanniadomaasugiawazanuidediuyana drunguinuindinsnaunaIusening
aszdlindumuAulvavessnusiiterusiniglumsdnaen Tnefldvsnaandnusuemnedio uaziiaun
sogsuiuuveuvdulasvay Tuusuntagdu Aasmslisuiulunudnaennsegasafodadsnsdiunumdidsy
fisluasnsfiatgnsUseius suoonuuunsiin Msmnussansly aronduAswgRivasteassd Tasgniinan
Ussgnaliludnunsiivaousmamuruuudafud T UIaTeuedl nanlasagy sudnnennszgesluatod
flaismdngumemauiviniu mndaduusanmedausfiuandidui mdwesnsUszaussnioiauas
Uaqiu sufouuardsmaaa suderudunmansiuanulusssund ¢egednT waznsads

Adfny : AaUznsleuniu MIARaeNNIEgns S1UAL

VanvimuAad AavzniseonuuuuarnnsdnnsTansssy AuRaunssumans WM INYITHYTN
Visual Arts, Art of Design and Cultural Management Program, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Burapha University
E-mail: 66910112@go.buu.ac.th

? anunvimudiad Aauzniseenuuutaznsiansimussl AuRaUNsIUmMAn3 aminendeysmn
Visual Arts, Art of Design and Cultural Management Program, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Burapha University
E-mail: jakkritO66@gmail.com

* anvvirufad Aaurniseenuuuiazn1sinnsimussy AnsRaunssumans WM INYITHYTN
Visual Arts, Art of Design and Cultural Management Program, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Burapha University
E-mail: puvasa@go.buu.ac.th

*Corresponding author
Received: 4 June 2025 / Revised: 21 August 2025 / Accepted: 26 August 2025



- N3N TRETWAYNTUN VN 12 aduit 3 fugneu - ey 2568

Abstract

Throughout China's extensive history, the Tang Dynasty marked a period a period of
remarkable Buddhist flourishing. Both the imperial court and the general public attached importance
to and promoted Buddhism. This prosperity of Buddhism led to the emergence of a thriving sutra
transcription industry. The widespread demand for copying sutras among the people made the Tang
Dynasty a golden age of sutra transcription across the land. Based on the status of the transcribers,
they can be divided into three main groups: court scribes, the general public, and monks or Taoist
practitioners. Each group had different approaches to brush use and levels of refinement according
to their respective contexts. Court transcriptions adhered to the formal calligraphic standards
established by Ouyang Xun, maintaining strict consistency in accordance with bureaucratic
regulations. In contrast, works produced by the general public exhibited diverse and natural
brushwork styles, shaped by economic considerations and personal religious devotion. The monastic
community created a distinctive hybrid style that balanced precision with fluid strokes, enabling
faster transcription while maintaining quality. This style drew inspiration from Wang Xizhi's calligraphy
and eventually evolved into the later Yan and Liu styles. In the present context, the art of
calligraphy in Tang Dynasty sutra transcription still plays an important role in literary art, graphic
design, interior decoration, and the creative economy. It has been applied in ways that integrate
traditional beauty with contemporary lifestyles. In conclusion, the Tang Dynasty sutra transcription
represents far more than mere religious documentation. It stands as an invaluable artistic heritage
that powerfully demonstrates the harmonious integration of past and present, structure and

spontaneity, and formality and naturalness.
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