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The Fair Pay to Play Act and the Contribution of New Economic
Opportunities for College Athletes in California
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Abstract

Broad autonomous powers over the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)’s
governance of college athletes and U.S. antitrust law are related principles, but they also have
potential conflicts. Self-autonomy in regulating college athletes, the principle that NCAA and
collegiate athletic conferences can autonomously resulate and sanction collegiate athletics, can
promote economic activity and sports efficiency. However, unrestricted self-regulation by the NCAA
can lead to antitrust practices, such as monopolies or cartels, which is why antitrust law exists to
regulate U.S. industry markets and prevent such monopolistic and abusive conduct in U.S.
Competition Policy. This paper offers an analysis of the legal and sports implications of college
athletes' economic opportunities to gain reasonable compensation, focusing on legal aspects of the
California Fair Pay to Play Act, but drawing on evidence and authorities from the United States where
appropriate. It concludes that, while the sports governance of the NCAA is nationally effective, it is
regulatorily and legally problematic. It closes with discussions for sports regulators to comply with
antitrust laws and avoid obligations or actions that restrain college athletes’ compensation in the

NCAA’s college sports industry.
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tnfwneliszuunsudadures NCAA  snuarsmselivieussloviniegsia sugantosdeldsuay
Uszleninnagsiaves NCAA osiinu usfguiewinnisdeduldngseidouves NCAA aznsznusawasnInues
tihinseiugeuAnuognedeean

dluasimluaatunisdnwssrugaufnwduluiudsinvesinfussivgaudnuivaisusis Fle
WY MLBUNUNNIANY (Scholarships)  u3etieivdeAIAsesTndu 4 (Living  Expenses)  Wiiutinfiu
seiugauAnusudunsnouwmidiinfmssiugaudnusnanssufivirioanihmsusiuimluuualuas
Ainluantumsfnmssiugaufnududududate wyilaluasfmluandunsinussiugaudnuugud
wlondnidsansilfungszifouves NCAA  egsseursuniediunsaenndesiundnnisiauimedise
asrsidulietnasesinsy Yannilgn (Meares et al, 2024) usflyinaluasiwluaantunisfinusyfugaunu
wNRUNUMIANYITeTImhoAIATalnuntnAnseAvaaudnwwuulila dnfmsedugaudnyisessiu
Aanssufwmseawihnisudsdufwbiluluaudmunealuasivluandunisfinunssdugaudnududain
gosmuimua b iogndaauiiowanundmunis@nuuionstismienasesdn mszdliaunsadau
Aanssuiwmieasiinisudsiufwilidulunudmneidmuaeily dhiwssfugaudnwidsnanotagn
dinnouavslunslésuyumsfinunietasmiedasasinld (Mury, 2022) walumsngueneiadiuuanuay
Fuauinansnmuniduudusifstunnanmaidonnasdisaguviedennasniindfesee fonu
(Adhesion  Agreement) ngsvileuvesaluasiluanidunisfinwseivanufnwiwazanidunisfine
swiugauAnydudein Afnimuaieuldliintnsedugeunuufianungszideuuas NCAA aghanssndn
wdiinfmssivgaununiliaunsadeseaiuegneduld uddemnanduirifidudennauvumasgdield
idennasfuiniwseavgaudnuvidunegnieladeinaluasivluanidunisfinuisedugaudnet uaz
AvusliinfmndesufoRmungsulovvesiudsinuazngszidouves NCAA vufiidraneg nelddsin Tngll
adesifinmansrmnasfuduogsdusosdln dumneauiindnumssdugaufnmiifies 2 maden
ﬁaaﬁuﬁuﬁﬁaLﬁaﬂﬁ%aammul,fﬁmwaajﬂﬂﬂﬁé’ﬁmLLé’ﬁQﬂﬁumué{awﬁﬁammgsxLﬁsmﬁuaa NCAA (azaniiiu
FAamamdniindunasinsiau) sganseninnieideniorlsiimnognelddsinudalidosniumusdo iR
ngsuilouves NCAA fadnaniinasidenvieaslsiidonuie Take-itor-Leave-it

NCAA vhauusgniladugiisnnamionaingsfisgnanvnssufiviszdugaudnw weremainesiung
HNUIALAUBIANTVBINULALTESTIELREY (Monopsony Power) (Salvestrin, 2024) Tassadramannlun1ied
NCAA Tugnuzesdnsuinisunasesimnediiisiuialunisaunaingsisgaaimnssuinisedugaudng
favun B9 NCAA - annsaldsiunadriaadnmlunisldsuameuunuviensulovisdmuaiianianisli
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Usrlpminaassgiondinimszfugaudnwildiiiinaingsiagaaimnisufm sz fugaudnwily
andgelini (Tatos & Singer, 2022) tnfimszAugauAnwisaswnaglunizidelssumszgnindaatamly
nslésurneuuuLazgnlatulomaiiazldulsslosinmaasugialasnssannnegsfagramnsulunain
andgoiing insedesdusenuf iRnundnanuduiioadasidudl NCAA fvua Tnsdudsiaannisldsu
imanle 9 9nnsideidss nwdnuel waggudnuaivessiinimseiugaudnufienaienluuenie
oyqelldlAielsldndananeuumumaasgiamunalnnais

3. SgUngaiAdndaenisdneainauwnuiiilusssuivaiduinivasiguadnasideduiasninly
nsuamelanseuszlevinauasegiavasininiszauaaufn

o

TuniunilesgundesiduidaiufwnudfyrainisueunelivieUsslovimaasughanetinin

.

sefugaudAnuiidusssy TnglidavseudafusstygAdesiunisynvin (Sherman Act) vilkningsia
gnavnssudeniehelalidvinamionainaiisdonnamietediulildngsaidovvewmulunsdfnasam
Tumsuananagldvdousglostimanasugia Brown & Williams, 2020) Inglanizegaddlunsdiinisdadu
Tngsufeuiidsiugnanmsuimsunasesfinivesssdnsuimsunasesin Tnefiinfmsefugaufnudeey
Tigunauimsunasesasisnnaesesmaasugiafidesnin vindennawiengsudeula «q fddiedade
s mlunisuanamnsglanselsslovinaasvghavesinimszaugaudnuetalilusssu Sgundneside
JeyelAngnuneseeusy (California’s State Law) Fuun loun %’gﬁ’@zﬁad’]ﬁwms'«j’mmmauLmuﬁtﬂuasiu
iielduiviesgdd Fair Pay to Play Act #dlidrunamaifadeirtennadaliiusssusetnfn
seivgaudAnumiengsuideulaiinsenudetainmlunisuaramaeldviousslomimaassgavesindn
siugaudne wonfudmmululunsiiaiannudusssusegaumnrie (McDonnell, 2020)

Siydiifenisitemneuwiiiusssuieduimn lifsnmdninusidaaiuaiaiwlunig
uaanseldvieusslnimansugiavestnfmsssugaufnwiniu uingraneatuisadianslunis
Jonnasvsadnyla 9 Lﬁ@%ﬂiﬁ’]ﬁi”lﬁ%ﬂiumiL‘iJJW'ilﬁiiﬁﬁ]ﬂi'ﬁmﬁW”IVI'%EJaﬂﬁ’]ﬂ’l'ﬁLL‘Zjﬂ‘ﬁ’uﬁWT‘Umﬁmgﬂﬁ’w
(Bank, 2020) wu umwwmuamﬂmﬁmmsamammﬂmamamaﬂmmmu (Agent Representatlon)
(McCann, 2021) Falsiunuisnnainsunuininse m‘uammﬂmlm uazaAnasazynsatiy daunud
Iesuneudunanntnimssavaaufnw geuanunsoasyiniale 4 lunsdanisunuduanyselevidetning
sedugauAny Tasfidunuiiansagldfuiunianuiléidyymiedenn asfuliludygririvunia Wil
Faunuarunsasifale q Tumsdanisunuininsedugaudnuideuyildvnesna ielvidvesdnin
sziugauAnwiliusglomitastuluneunsousune (MieveuTnguszasd) Admunelfludygviedennas
Tl wmuannsavhunuld udeusinmssidunuresiunuaraiaudemeviedatudseloviiisn
tinfnsziugan@nunfidldiu (Way, 2024) 1wy msfisumuduRuiniwsefugaudnu doudflungmung
atull mmenguneatiuiiiotilunisnssshiidhdensdefuuvisedselenils Tnsamenstiutuiuen
Junisligunmesmsdudiunueseuiinfunseavaaunwauetsdmalininnnudemeasedidnim
siugaufiny Tdsenafaidunsldiumismihfifienseviidnfmss fugaufnulushuessideusslon
s 1 Jusiu

Snessd uzﬁ“dﬁwmimammuLmumUuﬁiimwaLauﬂmEm*]waﬂmmemaﬂﬂiums idAny ﬁ’u

o
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fifle “uannslidniu” w3s “No conflict” ﬂmmaﬂg‘mmaauuwmuﬂﬂmiumuaﬂmﬂmmﬁaﬂmm
Fonnadlilddeidos mwdnwal wazgudnualveainfnsefugaudnuivesny unaestusznaunisiidug
wistunensinBaiuwaziu vselanuduiusnsgsiamsilvluneiideswdsiuiu nguuneatulimunli
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o

oy Tngazdesdenivhifuduszneunsmevisnelaviiy fuilugnisidennamedyafiiunans
wavidusssulugshagrannnssufinn

nanlagasy StadRidonmsdermmeuwuiidusaniioduivivesiguadefideianunsuniile
AupsaaEs Mnlunskanaglavselssleviniaasegiavesinfmseivanudny Tneydvingssileuves
NCAA T sdusaiinwnssaugaufnuildivinfidusssumavaumsunnd ngraneatutiusdlifeasyddnyud
faEamlumshdyandaunuiionadulstlenironssmfanssufwtonsasinsugsiuinuesues
pReRILUiILESEINsadam s ST UgaLAnwAInTaUS v eva U T Uszass LA SuL Y
Tngfunuonasnindolszaunuivgsiagravnssunietudennaseyaaliniagsisgpavnsniideides
amidnwal uazgUdnualvesinfnsziugaudnuiiusinsvessuiieauustloviuatinfwszdugaunui
udanis Sndunilinguneatuifuinfmnss fugaudnuvhdennaseygeliniegsiagaamnsald
Foidns nwdnual wazgudnuaiveswuiussiagramnssuvaneinenion 9 fu ludnuvagiiluganiunsel
naUseleviviudou Miaiinanudnudaiuseninmalssleviveiningnadndeiunalsslosiveaningsiabn
Freils (Conflict of Interest) (Schwabe, 2020) lneiinfnszfugaudnuannadonyidennasoyanli
meagsivgaamnssuliTedes amdnuel uarsudnuaivesuiuniagsialdifieseRsavindu nguaneatuilds
ysrupsoaniglugsfagramnssusuimbilvignieniaenuiouainnisinangsuidouves NCAA w3815
Sfnssudnylussundneside s mamanesigundesdelumsfinsaningssdeuindensuims
Unaseaimiedennamisnisiilailiifusssy warannsofididedeliarundusssuuniiefignieniaen
Wisuvierhefidoaduiseuls

4.  fegnadannmdrfgyineafuiaEanlunisualmselaviaussleviniaasegiaves

unNwszAvaaNAnE1luAd NCAA v. Alston

oils ansgoinuneideliudssyninsgnsdldednireduininseiugaudnuifegnglisiung
Uimsunasesinves NCAA Audndeidu NCAA Jldsnnauimsunasesfunsyivaaudnyiluansgawsn
wiszlinnslduddnsluniswaisnnelivseUselesimaasugiavesininseaugaudnwduanslunisly
grunauimsunasesiwiszaiugaudnuluansgeludniegnadudassvas NCAA wiidefinmiliAntuseuing
NCAA gligunauimsunasesimduinfwssdvaaufnwidegnneldsiunauimsunases uindamnun
nmslignauimsunasesiinlulunsiigniagsiegnamnssuiivi uazdadunslisrunaliveusie
nYVANEReRUNSHNYIANIINSAYBIEMIgaLEM (U.S. Antitrust Law) Tnstamnzagistanislugrunauims
Unasesiweanngsudsusnmunsvierifugquadognigldsunauivisunasesesdlaifiusssu s NCAA
AuanangAnsalunisuImsunasesfnsedugaudnuiluluwumisiisidanisudadunisnisdilutuiuey
(Horizontal Restraint of Trade) na1ifie NCAA sjsldgrunareswmudiinnisuarmelavieuselosinms
\rsugiavesiniwsziugaudnu Fewiuduiianisudsiufimsefuasumeisud Jsegluduvsznou
gafvgaavnssuiwlunaaanigendniivilouty udiunangsedouuasTadulingsedeudunsgny
sotainlumsuasnseldnieusslevimansugiovesiniwisefugau@nun (Flint, 2022) Fansuans
WoRNTINYEY NCAA uinildouastouin NCAA Mnengsudouitdeundsliidulumunalnnainandgoindn
(US. Market Mechanism) #iaumsanduluamnalnfiinindmnssdugaudnuiinazanasmnasgsia
gaMNIsudY 9 awnsoldasevieviuszloviluierdss awdnval uazgudnvalvesnutes lnegsna
gaamnssuAdAneaaAsYERsamsannasiaz sz Aldansluderdss nwdnwal uavgusnualves
dnfinisedvanudnuila maamau%’wﬁﬂﬁmi%ﬁ’uammﬁﬂmﬁﬁ%aLﬁzJqmﬂha%’maﬁué’m?aﬁmﬂuqiﬁa

Saa
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flogluseusiniild udnsit NCAA  2engseifsuduiriidenatniulalinalnaaadidululdesraas
(Jessop et al., 2023)

sounlafiai NCAA v. Alston fimaniansgetu3ni (U.S. Supreme Court) étagidadeliluviues
finnef NCAA 2angszdeures NCAA Loliluviuesi] deifunisuansmginssumanisdiuieUssngd
Uumlunisldgunavimsunasesivilagd Hungrunesofiun1synvIan1ani1san vin 1w Shawne Alston
(o Alston) Tanduaglandsiuaudu q WWuanudomeseiasnmlunisuaronsgldundeusslaving
Wiswgna wazanslumeiumlawasainua3ginami (Blakely, 2024) miafniansgaiusn1ditade
NCAA ié’fﬂizﬁwmié’ucﬂW?Juﬂg‘mmasiaéf'mmimﬂmﬂmdmiﬁﬁaw%’%aL:u%m wisengsztlouvas NCAA vy
1aiT9# Alston Iwmmﬂwmamuau 9w sldannseyaelviniassisgnavnssalddoides
nanuel warFUanyairawLLes iaumiammﬂﬁ]ﬂiimmmaum%amﬂﬂﬁimammuﬂsiu ileuanamsele
vieusslovimansygiauddiony Tudndumilimanengandounes NCAA wuiil whifuin NCAA wdnli
Alston  Tanduaglandsiuaudy q Sreeudesddsuuselonisuisndestunislasulenianianisdne
(Education-related opportunities) ustfiesognaifien Tnsfiinfunszdugaudnuegnatu Alston (lanr) uag
Tandsameudy q lienafmadensgaduld Sndunilsmaanizeudnuiuingsedovres NCAA Tl
afamsynuntugsigeamnssuinsedugaunuiliiu NCAA uagiuslinsnnegsnausiiealeie ) ue
ngsuidoures NCAA ugnlfiduniesiiofnfumanisiiviiliAnanulsiidusssulunisudaiumanisén
WUULES (Free Competition) Fauviia3auds NCAA ddnnsudatuiviniglanismiuguaves NCAA uaznia
gsfvgnavnssuduiililliengnieldnisiuguaves NCAA Arazanunsaudsdufulduuudassuazussdu
wwuiameldnseuninufenfutuffongruisusiunidionissesuntsynannanisdiue sanigewing
v3osgtiydld Sherman Act fewmilmafimansgenini3sidedtin NCAA 18 wausmsUnasesinives
aulesaiengspifeuiidvinawmienainsuanansaniuauainmlunsuarseldviousslovtinng
LASEEAV0IUNANITEAURANANWIRE11ET Y38 TAN1TUYITUNIINISAIUGIARa N TTUAYNY
seivgauAnmegsliifiusTsudessingnavnssudu 4 deneliiAnuansenudetiniwissdugaufnwiuas
Ausenaugsfalunainanigeisng ngseidouves NCAA FeiHudessUnyal Sherman Act egnednlau
(Ehrlich, 2022)

5. UNATIEN

nfinanaanludadi LLﬁdfl%’gLLﬂEW@%LﬁS"Lﬁ@@ﬂ%gUmzﬁa’jwmamsmammammumﬂuﬁssuL‘waLau
fnn 1wl 2019 (viinadedulalud 2023) uasarajnivesansgoisnilafininewai NCAA v. Alston #1374
ussingIuAuAsaasnmlunIsuam e lanseUselevunaAsygivestininseivanudnwe Lilul
2021 wisheAldsunadityaRsziuiguadlisunadonanssesuUsamaiissduaseaainmlunisuanan
eldnseusslesinaasugiavesinfussivaaunuidudfey ImaLaw]uaEJ']QQQLa%'ﬂWW‘Luﬂ’]sﬁwﬁﬁamﬂaq
ouqelvinngsiagramnsnlifoidos amdnwal uas udnualvesinfvnszdugaufnu uaEinmg
wreysslay 7 iorandeseld Ameuunu vieUsglovinaasugiadu 9 tumneanarinddnfm
swivgaunuiinelivieusslorimansugiaduitiud fanmnsnhmelfuidesdnlumsisdinvesny
wiaihusylerimaasegiauassnnuasyirminlunsauiudeldlaluewan agrslsinig S5Umaan
FensireAneuwuiidusssuitoiduiviiinadeiuldlusgunanesidowiniu uwissUydhaduilaly
nMaNBERUANSY (Federal Law) dumneanaimnniatefinmiertuiaiawlunsuamnseldvie

UszlgvinaAsugiavesinfmseavgaudnunluszdu 4 luansgowsn aardunainisvesigaig q (kg



- N3N TRETWAYNTUN VN 12 aduit 3 fugneu - ey 2568

FTUUNYUNNEHUUINIAUTZNAINTRSZUUNMNIE Common Law) 819#8aiasadafinimaenaiilagdnaniy
Ussvingulunf NCAA v. Alston 18undn afl NCAA v. Alston awnsagnihantdiluwwimddunisinnsanad
findnemdatuluewian

Tudhvessvmelnety wiihssmalngldfiundadfamshdensdemneuwnmiilusssuie
iwuinfanu UsgneufuTamsssuuaslassairsnisuimsunasesiunludsendlnefidsdvinalialuasin
vidoanautinanaiisunasesesiimiolunininfnmieyaainsmensiv uwilunsdiidnAwivdeyaains
manstmediuanulddusssuannsvidennas arunnas vsenslinnudusesluviuesiivilvaluas
Airweamneauinanaeniaenuisudniienilnuivauais wuiussadnfnmieyaainsmnanisfim
fonadrdamdnnisveswse sl Aindededya il dusssu we. 2500 elidonnasiilaidusssuing
Heduldifsavifdusssunasneaunisuingd aﬂmwmmﬂumﬁmmamﬂaqaumm‘meﬂﬁamammWﬁw
Tnanusuidesdiudiuiedos nmmdnual uarsudnuvalvesthinsedugaudnu (19u tn3emanenie
nsdndnual (alf) Uszdmninszdugeufnuiiddeides viedoanuitnimszdugaufnuldngin
vieRnadassAtuiedeivdnvasionzromliassusuldsug) vietennasiitiniwidvesduandly
wasusuAgtesduiusiuieidss amdnual uarsudnvalvenininsziugandny Busesliiniagsna

a

gnamnssulinanusuierdesduiudivdedos nwdnval wazgudnuwalveanuieslugrugiiuausud
Avavsld uiinfinsedugaufnuidinsdl “ssuaAn3” vi3e “Moral Rights” weafjainsassAlusuduiidvavs
Pz RavanS we. 2537 Asusesdunsesdndesiniwissdugandnyifivsuansiiau Hug
a¥uassAnuiina waelidvfioginudliFuloudvavinieynnaduladnideu daveu faulamierinlng
Usgmssulaudnuiuaufnnnudomesietedes vieifsfnauussinfimnssdugafnulugusdadassd
wazifletiniwsyiugannufdugadsassdnusuiiiudanuns memvesinAwiszdugaufnu

fdoufiavsnezilesdosdsfunudnsninailinasn enauiinisAuasesdvans

6. unagy

lngaguua ﬁgﬂ%’gﬁ’ﬁyzﬁadﬁwmimwhmmmuﬁLﬂuﬁiimﬁméuﬁmLLaxﬁwﬁwmmaa NCAA v.
Alston sinsfslafuasaasnmlunisuarmmelivieusslerinuasegitvesinimssaugandnulvly
Armadeaiu laslanizegdaainwlunsidennaseynnliniagsisgnamnssulideldss nwdnwal
wazgUanualvesinfmnszdugaudn i’JiJ‘VNLﬁ‘iﬂ’lWﬂ’liLLa’NM”I‘lJiwIEJ%uE]‘u 7 tothandesels Anouuny
maﬂﬁyiwumamiwmau q dwsuluaf NCAA v. Alston Hu mradnianiousnildsiunaliumsnues
grunansuImsunaseatiinues NCAA Taensidadednngssidouves NCAA liwnsauuaslidusssy
wszsjauidrdamdnanuduioatasduluninngsedsuiiensuimsnasesiuisedugaufnuives
nute L dudfgy ﬂ'1i’;Nmsﬁmgmmaamaimaw%’gaLaﬁﬂﬂmﬁﬁwhﬁ’udwmaiuma%’gsm 9 9191481u19
wnsnuesUFuvdsudennasiliiiiusssy wieudlungszifounisuinisunasesiuadiviilvidning
sefvgaudnwianiduihededieu lemnfluuiAafsafunisdedsunssuiiofugnuiamenisiuas
wnAnivhemsaistenrnasiidussaumanisidsiiusngegluad NCAA v. Alston widmiusglyaii
Fremsternouwnuiilusssuieduiviiy deiledeiulinmelfidmnelimndeldsuanumdusssu
fanaSuainmussinfinssdugaunwilegnglisiunanisuimsunaseses NCAA Wannsavindennag
vidodyaiudselivdeustlovimaasvgiaunnuesls uasinfinsedugaudnwidananiidediaing
anudaudunawalseleviegnlivanganlunaingsianism
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