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Digital Libraries and Reading Promotion

Benyapa Sorasit'

Jutatip Chanlun’

Abstract

Reading is a fundamental foundation of human learning and development in both individual and
social dimensions. However, reading habits in Thailand have declined due to economic, social, and
technological factors, leading libraries to shift their role towards digital libraries to meet changing reading
behaviors. This article analyzes the reading behavior, meaning, roles, and significance of reading and
digital libraries in reading promotion by considering both national and global trends. The findings reveal
that digital libraries function not only as repositories of digital resources but also as platforms for fostering
reading motivation through online activities, the use of technologies such as e-books, audiobooks, and
social media, as well as integrating artificial intelligence for personalized book recommendations. Digital
libraries enhance accessibility by reducing time and space constraints, encourage participatory reading,
and strengthen information and digital literacy skills. Nevertheless, challenges remain in terms of
technological inequality and users’ digital competencies. The study highlights that the development of
digital libraries and reading promotion should progress simultaneously to cultivate sustainable reading

habits and foster lifelong learning in the digital society.

Keywords: Digital libraries, Reading promotion, Reading habits

' Librarian, Kasetsart University.
: Department of Library Science, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University. Email: chanlun_j@su.ac.th
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READING HABITS IN THE UNITED STATES

™ Romance

Romance is the

most popular

genre among US
US adults tend to read adults in terms of
more nowadays book sales

On
Americans
read nearly
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23% of US adults haven't read a book
than last year.

in the past 12 months. Among them
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- 28% of 50+-year-old vs

Americans aged 20 “@ 19% of 18-49-year-old
@ to34 spen% just adults haven' read books 39% of Americans

6,6 mins v

6 6 prefer newly printed
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reading daily
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READING HABITS IN ASIA

Which Asian countries read the most?

i

India, Thailand, ana China
spend the most hours reading per week.
However, they are not the most literate
countries in terms of having access to
libraries, newspapers, and computers.

AR = -
=0
W - <
Koreans are willing to spend money |\
on books o m 0y | * b \ <

12% of Koreans said their top New Year's goal
is to achieve personal development, mainly
through reading books.

- .« e

Audiobooks are on the rise in China

==

L

102019 30 % of Chinese adults and 34 % of
minors listened to audiobooks. This rate increased

by4.3 and 8.5 percent respectively
compared to the previous year.

- @

B J
1)9 translated books written

1. “Bright” by Duanwad Pimwana translated
from Thai -
2. "Heaven"” by Mieko Kawakami, translated
from Japanese

3. “Notes of a Crocodile” by Qiu Miaojin,
translated from Chinese

4. “River of Fire" by Qurratulain Hyder,
self-translated from Urdu

5. “I'll Be Right There" by Kyung-sook Shin,
translated from Korean

6. “The Secret of Hoa Sen” by Nguyen Phan
Que Mai, translated from Vietnamese

7. “Nirzona: A Love Story” by Abidah El
Khalieqy, translated from Indonesian

8. “Wild Grass on the Riverbank" by Hiromi
It6, translated from Japanese

9. “River of My Blood" by Selina Hossain,
translated from Bengali

10. “Naked Picnic” by Un Sio San, translated
from Chinese

China also has the highest percentage of everyday
book readers.

MNN 2 wyanssumsoulueide (Cabrera, 2023)
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Five year comparison of physcial and digital visits, physical and
digital loans and program attendance
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