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Abstract

This study aims to survey problems and challenges
that the local churches in the 7th ministerial unit under
the 1st district of the Church of Christ in Thailand face
in regards of Christian Education. It also aims to present
guidelines for teaching Christian Education to learners in
the 21st century, with an emphasis on learners between
6-12 years old. The data was collected from two sample
groups; 1) a group of teachers and people responsible
for Christian education ministry and 2) a group of learners
between 6-12 years old. The tools used to collect data
were observation forms and focus group interview forms,
which had already passed the examination from the
experts for content validity, reliability, and index of the
item objective congruence. The methods used to analyze
the data received in this study are content analysis,
which classifies the data into the themes addressed in
the aims of the study.

From this research, it was found that the key
problems the local churches face are the limitation of
Christian education teachers, the absence of a Christian
education team or committee, and the discontinuity of
trainings for Christian education teachers. The main chal-
lenges for the local churches in doing Christian education
ministry have to do with the characteristics of the 21st
century learners as well as the training and recruitment

of teachers.
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The guidelines for teaching Christian Education
to learners in the 21st century presented in this research
are constructed from the discussion of the research findings
and the researcher’s interpretation of the findings through
the lenses of selected learning theories, faith develop-
ment theory, and learning skills needed for the 21st
century. With the understanding that Christian education
is the process of teaching and learning, as well as the
nurturing of Christian faith in the lives of learners, the
researcher presents guidelines for teaching Christian
education to learners in the 21st century. The guidelines
contain 5 integrated components: 1) teach with love,
2) be aware of readiness, 3) use various teaching
methods, 4) stimulate the learners’ participation,

5) take on the role of the coach.

Keywords: Christian Education
Local Church
the Church of Christ in Thailand

Learners in the 21st Century
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