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Abstract

The aims of this qualitative research were to investigate
the application of conscience of the catholic youth in
the second deanery of the Archdiocese of Bangkok to
the right of freedom of expression in Thai Society according
to the teaching of the Catholic Church, and to establish
the guidelines for the nourishment of conscience of the
catholic youth to the right of freedom of expression in
Thai Society. The qualitative data was collected from
twelve catholic youths in the second deanery of the
Archdiocese of Bangkok selected specifically and focused-
group interviews of ten experts selected specifically.
The data were analyzed by content analysis.

The results of this research reveal:

For the first aim, the research found that the exercise
of conscience of the Catholic youth to the right of freedom
of expression in Thai Society, there was some consistency
between individuals, but the influencing factors
differed. It is influenced by fundamentals such as family,
education, social status, understanding of the teaching of
the Catholic Church, especially those who play apart in
the formation of personal conscience and a close relationship
with God. The research found that most of the Catholic
youths selected apply conscience by researching and
analyzing information carefully and deliberately,
followed by contemplation of moral law, natural law,
Christian law and the teaching of the Catholic Church,
and then applying their conscience to analyze the
effects. Preference is given to the common good over

personal good. Contemplative prayer is used to listen
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to the voice of God before deciding to exercise freedom
of expression, and they listen to others freely using reason
rather than emotion.

For the second aim, to find the guidelines to nurture
the conscience of the Catholic youth to the right of
freedom of expression in Thai Society, the family, Catholic
Church in Thailand should cooperate to guide, train and
nurture the right conscience in the youth, a correct
understanding of conscience and the right of freedom
according to the teaching of Jesus Christ and the catholic
Church, and help them to put it into action infallibly
and properly. They should also guide them in showing
suitable respect to each other through conscience and
the right to freedom in the spirit of the Gospel by
implementing the following guidelines: (1) Families should
teach and listen to young people and work to under-
stand and relate to them. (2) The Church and families
should work together to encourage young people to
participate in church activities. (3) Within social groups,
young people should exchange ideas, to practice expressing
themselves freely. (4) Related institutions should
instill in the youth the correct way to exercise their rights
under supervision by the Church (5) The Catholic Church
should offer the space where opinions and attitudes can
be expressed freely and where they will be listened to
under Church supervision.

Keywords: Conscience; Catholic Youth;
Archdiocese of Bangkok; Right of Free Speech;
The Teaching of The Catholic Church
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