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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the musical identity of local folk songs in
Suphanburi Province using a qualitative research approach. The research instruments included a
three-part interview form comprising 20 questions. Key informants were selected through purposive
sampling and consisted of three senior artists and 21 representatives of traditional Pho Phleng and
Mae Phleng singers. Data were analyzed using content analysis, synthesis, and descriptive interpretation.

The results revealed that the seven types of Suphanburi folk songs each possess distinct
identities that reflect the lifestyle, culture, and values of the local community. Phleng Ruea (Boat
Song) features a unique call-and-response style with slow, elongated melodies that harmonize with
the tranquil atmosphere of the river. Phleng Phuang Malai is characterized by group singing led by a
soloist and followed by a chorus, creating rich vocal harmony. Phleng E-Saew and Phleng Choi stand
out for their witty improvised lyrical exchanges, showcasing the performers’ verbal agility. Phleng
Phitsathan emphasizes sacredness and serenity, often performed in religious rituals. Meanwhile,
Phleng Ten Kam and Phleng Rabam Ban Rai highlight lively rhythms, joyful melodies, and accompanying
dances that foster community festivity. The study also found that Suphanburi folk music has declined in
popularity due to social change and the growing preference for modern music. Phleng Phitsathan
and Phleng Ten Kam are particularly unfamiliar to younger generations. However, Phleng E-Saew and
Phleng Choi continue to be performed and preserved by local artists and cultural organizations. It is
therefore recommended that folk music education and transmission be promoted through schools
and digital media, and that folk songs be integrated into community events to enhance their popularity

and cultural continuity.

Keywords: Conservation, Local Music Identity, Suphanburi Folk Music, Musical Identity
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